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FEATURE ARTICLE
Larry Townsend: Barge transporting of modular reactors

INTERVIEW BY RICK MICHAL 20

POWER 12
Single failure led to offsite power loss, shutdown of all three units at Palo Verde. N.J. gov-
ernor seeks to block Oyster Creek license renewal. NRC issues draft text for risk-informed
LOCA rule. Detector fault triggers false alarm at Perry; no shutdown. Control rods in-
serted properly, signal found erroneous at Columbia. Full-time staff, contractors at plants
seen to be declining. NRC mulls license amendments for FitzPatrick and Davis-Besse.
Wisconsin Paper Council endorses sale of Kewaunee plant to Dominion. NRC issues draft
documents on human reliability analysis and nonconforming conditions. (See also Call
for Papers, pp. 59–62, for the ANS 2005 Annual Meeting and Embedded Topical Meet-
ing, June 5–9, 2005, in San Diego, Calif.)

OPERATIONS 20
The Nuclear News Interview—Larry Townsend: Barge transporting of modular reactors.

SECURITY 25
Nuclear plant eyed by 9/11 terrorists, but rejected as too difficult a target. Security lapses
at Los Alamos bring DOE scrutiny, response. NRC pulls security information from its
Web site. INEEL develops explosives detection system. NRC approves Indian Point’s
emergency preparedness exercise. 

INTERNATIONAL 30
OPG prepared for next Pickering restart project. IEA supports plan to build demo EPR.
New Chernobyl shelter gets go-ahead. Insecurity of nuclear fuel supply dominates Euro-
pean Supply Agency fuel cycle report. China’s State Council approves four new reactors.
Uranium 2003: 20th edition of “Red Book” released. Security meeting to precede IAEA’s
General Conference. IAEA revives small and medium-sized reactor program. IAEA ap-
proves CRPs on fast reactors and accelerator-driven systems. U.K.’s Prime Minister Tony
Blair explains his position on nuclear to parliament. Appointments made, honors an-
nounced in U.K. Radwaste oversight company set up in U.K. Australian government aban-
dons plans for national LLW repository. 

WASTE MANAGEMENT 39
Yucca Mountain: NWTRB concludes corrosion of spent fuel containers is unlikely. NRC:
Indian Point’s plan for dry cask storage facility is safe and secure. Humboldt Bay plant
searches for missing fuel segments. DOE issues cleanup Request for Proposals for Han-
ford Site, fines Fluor Hanford. Agencies agree to change cleanup method at ANL-West. 
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Coming up . . .
October—Special Section on

Nuclear Power Plant Maintenance
December—Special Section 

on Nuclear Medicine

INDUSTRY 43
Acquisitions, alliance, award, and license agreement. AREVA gets reprocessing work;
other contracts.

RESEARCH 44
NASA backs 19 space radiation shielding and biology projects.

FUEL 45
USEC agrees to buy NAC International for $16 million. Commerce Department confirms
Eurodif has curtailed LEU pricing. NRC proposes fine against Westinghouse for alleged
safety violations.

ISOTOPES AND RADIATION 53
NRC exempts Army from reporting losses of sealed-source devices.

EDUCATION 55
Report shows where government is investing federal R&D funds. College credit for work-
place training could lead to degree. 

STANDARDS 57
Standards approved, initiated, withdrawn.
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