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FEATURE ARTICLES
Where new reactors can (and can’t) be built BY E. MICHAEL BLAKE 23

Big Rock Point: From groundbreaking to greenfield BY BETSY TOMPKINS 36

POWER 12
Exelon to apply for COL for site in Texas to be determined. ESPs: Clinton hearing sched-
uled, North Anna SSER issued, Vogtle scoping begun. Revisions and responses delaying
ESBWR certification review. The Reactor Marketplace: An update on acquisitions and
mergers affecting ownership and operation of power reactors. Two-thirds of respondents
in NEI poll favor new reactors. Special inspections done at Palo Verde, Seabrook. “Draft
final” language of 10CFR52 revisions put online. Wolf Creek license renewal application
submitted. NRC finds no health impacts from recent tritium releases.

OPERATIONS 27
Survey shows staffing levels at U.S. nuclear plants down 1.7 percent from 2005.

SECURITY 30
GAO questions security of DOE’s Remote Sensing Laboratories. Inspector general says
DOE’s unclassified data not yet secure. DOE, Nuclear Threat Initiative work to down-
blend Kazakh HEU.

INTERNATIONAL 44
Toshiba cleared to take over Westinghouse. Forsmark-1 and -2 allowed to restart. Spent
fuel removal set for Serbian research reactor. IAEA publishes latest nuclear power re-
view. Posiva, SKB sign spent fuel disposal pact. Engineering simulators ordered for Fla-
manville-3. Norwegian research reactor repaired, restarted.

MEETINGS 55
IAEA General Conference: ElBaradei calls for new framework. IAEA Special Event: Op-
tions for fuel supply and nonproliferation. News out of the IAEA General Conference:
Marie Curie-Sklodowska sculpture donated to IAEA; New boost for PACT fight against
cancer; South Korea’s “Albert Hubo” shares nuclear know-how.

WASTE MANAGEMENT 64
New legislation proposed in effort to prompt action on Yucca Mountain repository. NRC’s
Luis Reyes testifies on spent fuel storage before House committee. Inspector general says
beryllium contamination control procedures not followed at ORNL. New England utili-
ties win in spent fuel case v. DOE. DOE extends Hanford contracts; Studsvik news.
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Instrumentation & Controls
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Conval, GE receive ASME, BAM certificates; Cardinal Resources opens Arizona office.
Areva to supply steam generators for Prairie Island-2, MOX fuel for Kyushu; other con-
tracts.

ISOTOPES & RADIATION 72
NRC opens new agreement state office. NRC staff favors plan to extract uranium from
community water systems. Shutterless Cs-137 gauge found in scrap metal. 

FUEL 74 
DCS consortium submits license application to NRC for MOX plant. U.S. okays Silex/GE
enrichment deal. ATK to make rotors for USEC; Denison, IUC merge. 

RESEARCH 82
China’s EAST tokamak has first D-T burn.

SPACE APPLICATIONS 83
NASA selects 12 research proposals to advance knowledge in support of moon and Mars
missions.
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NNSA issues grants to support security, nonproliferation missions.
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ANSI/ANS-15.21–1996 (R2006) approved, two standards being revised under PINS.
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